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Today, there exists a generalised consensus that institutions matter for growth. Although the question
has been approached from a variety of analytical perspectives, the most influential line was initially
related to the New Institutional Economics, according to which institutions, i.e., the rules of behaviour
that affect the incentives of the economic actors, have quantifiable effects, at both national and sub-
national levels.

But these pillars have been subject to deeper scrutiny over the last fifteen years. One of the side
effects of the 2007/08 economic and financial crisis was the rise of populism, related to phenomena
such as the existence of left-behind places, development traps and, ultimately, lack of trust in
governments and institutions. The phenomena had notorious consequences, including the 2016 Brexit
vote in the UK, the 2016 election of Donald Trump in the US, the 2016 Austrian presidential election,
the 2017 French presidential and the 2017 German general elections.

The outcome of the recent 2022 Italian general elections suggests that perceptions about quality of
government - or, its nemesis, corruption — are changing slowly, and efforts to combat corruption and
increase the quality of government might still take years to materialise. In a current global scenario
dominated by economic, social, and political uncertainty, derived from a still ongoing health crisis, a
war in Europe, an energy crisis, and soaring inflation rates, the role of institutions becomes even more
important, as the grease for the wheels we need to exit these multiple crises.

In this intricate scenario, the workshop will bring together a blend of researchers from several
prestigious universities, central banks and think-tanks who will present eight contributions to the
general field of corruption, transparency, quality of government, as well as their measurement and
effects. The perspectives will be different, considering several levels of government, contexts, units of
analysis (firms vs political institutions), as well as theoretical and methodological approaches, but all
contributions represent steps forward in a field whose momentum is not expected to decline in the
coming years.



