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The Spanish and Valencian Regional Science Associations are pleased to invite you to participate in 
the XLVI International Conference on Regional Science and the V Valencian Conference on 
Regional Studies that will take place in València, on 21, 22 and 23 November 2018. As in previous 
editions, we intend to create a meeting point for economists, geographers, urban planners, 
econometricians, scientists, academics, regional and local public managers and specialists, in 
general, in planning the territory, sustainable economy, productive sectors and social economy in 
order to discuss the important challenges in the field of regional science.

On this occasion, the motto chosen for the conferences is: ‘Approaching to an economic model 
more social and sustainable’, representing a clear challenge of our society. The need to transform 
the economic model has been known for decades, but it was with the crisis when it acquired greater 
relevance due to the exhaustion of a pattern of growth excessively based on construction, low 
value-added services and speculative economy. This scenario requires laying the foundations for our 
society to move towards a new economic model based on knowledge, innovation, openness, and 
above all, more sustainable in productive, environmental and social terms.

We must also address the key role of employment, the need for new and better infrastructures, the 
influence of the territory and the reform of financing models. All this within the framework of a social, 
economic and territorial reality characterized by an increasing complexity and above all by its 
changing nature.

In short, it is necessary to know and be able to characterise the structural behaviour of our economy 
beyond the short-term or sectoral analyses. We need to be aware of their weaknesses and threats, 
but also of their strengths and opportunities. Thus, effective policies and strategies could be designed 
to place our society on the path of the economic growth and the level of welfare that we all desire.

It is believed that the exchange of ideas within the framework of a forum that is always open to 
sensible and constructive reasoning, it will be possible to make a progress towards a more social and 
sustainable economic model. For this reason, from the Spanish and Valencian Regional Associations 
of Science, we want to encourage you to participate in the XLVI International Conference on 
Regional Science and the V Valencian Conference on Regional Studies.

We are looking forward to seeing you in València.
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THEMATIC AREAS
1. Methods of spatial analysis, geographic information systems and big data
2. Growth, development and competitiveness
3. Territory, welfare and happiness
4. Population movements, inequality, poverty and inclusive growth
5. Economy of knowledge, creativity and geography of innovation
6. Globalization, foreign sector, foreign direct investment and interregional flows
7. Companies, entrepreneurship and business dynamics in the territory
8. Location of economic activity, clusters and value chains
9. Cities, metropolitan areas, mega-regions and networks
10. Sustainability, natural resources, energy and environment
11. Culture, tourism and territory
12. Labor market and territory
13. Territorial planning, urban planning and housing
14. Regional policies, urban policies and governance
15. Public sector and regional financing
16. Valencian Regional Science
17. Young Researchers Sessions: I have an idea
18. University-environment knowledge transfer sessions


